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Steamlmt. NATCHEZ

I'l.‘: steam Stf."rn".\'h{."ﬂ]cl— Nﬂt{'l'":z Was
launched April 3, 1975 at Braithwaite,
LA just 12 miles below New Orleans
on the Mississippt River. Her dimensions are

| 265 ft. long x 46 ft. wide, with a 6 Ft. draft, and
weighing in at 1584 tons. It is the ninth of the

famous steamers named Natchez, after the
tribe of Indians native to southern Mississippi.

Authentic steamboat styling is maintained, but |
| marterials are modernized and the entire boat

is steel due to Coast Guard regulations. This
Natchez is modeled after the packet boat

Hudson which ran 1886 to 1905, from Pirts- |

burgh to Cincinnati. Placement of engine room
machinery and their original functions remain
the same. The indestructible steam engines on
1:1'.(.' 5}!1}1’.‘1 WETre (.'.l?mm[)n!."!.' l]‘an*iﬁ:n‘l_‘{l o new
boats for a new lease on life. Such is the case
with the Natchez. The towhboat Clairton (1927-
1965) which belonged to the United States
Steel Corporation supplied the engines and
other engine room machinery for the Natchez.
She pushed steel and coal from Pittsburgh to
Mew Orleans until the modernization of die-
sel engines made the most powerful steam

: mar.:l'lincr‘}' obsolete. If your time left on the |

boat is very limited you would do well to di-
rectly visit the engine room (#20), the heart of
the Natchez. The decks of the boat are desig-
nated by diagonal lines. The port side is pie-
tured, the starboard is not. The bow is to the
left under the jack flag (#1), and the stern isto
the right at the paddlewheel (#22).
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